LIVESTOCK NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER, 2000

DATESTO REMEMBER

CORE, ORNAMENTAL & TURF PESTICIDE NOVEMBER 29, 2000
REVIEW AND TESTING

MILTON EXTENSION OFFICE 8:00 AM
WILDLIFE FOOD PLOT MANAGEMENT ..o DECEMBER 1, 2000
JAY COMMUNITY CENTER 12:00 NOON - 5:00 PM
REGIONAL PESTICIDE TRAINING........ccccoiiiiiiiriiieieee DECEMBER 7, 2000

JAY COMMUNITY CENTER
CEU’'S OFFERED (FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 675-3107)

FLORIDA BULL TEST SALES DECEMBER 14, 2000
FEBRUARY 16, 2001
NORTH FLORIDA BEEF RESEARCH UNIT 12:30 PM

THE NORTHWEST FLORIDA BEEF CONFERENCE AND TRADE SHOW
NORTH FLORIDA BEEF RESEARCH UNIT ......cccoveiveriene FEBRUARY 15, 2001
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 850-482-1252
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BEEF CATTLE MANAGEMENT CAL ENDAR

NOVEMBER

?Have soils tested.

?0bserve cows daily to detect calving difficulty.

?Use minerd with high level of magnesum if grass tetany has been a problem in the past.

?Check for externa parasites and treet if needed.

?Maintain adequate nutrient leve for cow herd.

?Cdvein wdl-drained pastures.

?Survey pastures for poisonous plarts.

?Start summarizing your annua records, both production and financid - then you will have time
to make adjustments for tax purposes.

?Re-evduate winter feeding program and feed supplies.

DECEMBER

?Begin grazing smdl grain padtures (if ready).

?Check mineral feeder.

?Check for externa parasites and treet if needed.

?Deworm cows and heifers prior to winter feeding season.

?0bserve regularly for caving difficulties

?Rotate calving pastures to prevent diseases.

?Watch for scoursin caves.

?Invedtigate hedth of bulls before you buy.

?Have dead animals posted by a veterinarian or diagnogtic laboratory.
?Complete review of management plan and update for next year.
?Check replacement heifersto be sure they will be ready to breed 3-4 weeks prior to the main
cow herd.

FLORIDA BULL TEST SALES

The Univeraty of Horidawill be having ther first annud Bull Test Sdlesin December and
February. Thefal-born bull test sle will be held Thursday, December 14 at 12:30 PM at the North
FloridaBeef Research Unit near Greenwood. After years of hard work, the Florida Bull Test isa
redlity. There are 117 fdl-born bulls on test, and the top performing 2/3 will be sold. Approximately
78 bulls, representing 10 different breeds, consgned by breeders from al across the Southeast will be
sold. Thiswill be the most evauated group of bulls a an auction in Horida. Available data will include:
gain test peformance, ultrasound measurement of carcasstraits, breeding soundness exam and EPD=s.
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All bulls have received equa trestment and have been evauated by the University of Horidain the heet
and humidity of aFloridasummer. All bulls have received afull regiment of vaccinations and will be
screened by temperament and structural soundness. Buyers should understand, however, that these are
yearling bulls born in the fal of 1999. A management fact sheet will be provided to each buyer to guide
them on the proper care and use of yearling bulls.

Currently there are dso 62 winter born bulls on test. These bullswill sdl on Friday, February
16. The Northwest Forida Beef Conference and Trace Show will be held on Thursday the 15th, the
day before the sale, and will provide producers an opportunity to get a better understanding of how the
bull test works and how to use the data to select their future herd sires.

WINTER SUPPLEMENT COSTSSTABLE FOR MOST FEEDS

Fdl is here and now is agood time to consgder what supplements you will feed to your cattle
thiswinter. Cdf prices are higher this year and the optimum supplementation program for the current
market may be higher than in the past.

A minerd-vitamin supplement offered free-choice is recommended to be fed year-around.
Other articlesin the past few months have provided recommended formulas for Florida. When
consdering protein and energy supplements for grazing cattle, the first question to addressis which
nutrient ismogt limiting. A protein shortage can limit forage intake and digestibility and meeting a protein
deficiency before supplementing energy is usualy economicdly judtified. In cases such as pregnant beef
cows in good body condition, feeding a protein supplement often improves performance enough that
additiona energy supplement is not cost effective. In other situations such as weaned heifers developed
to breed as yearlings or thin cows, an energy supplement balanced with protein is usualy needed to
achieve the economicaly optimum performance. If you are not sure whether proteinislimiting
performance in your cattle, aforage test for protein and TDN (measure of available energy) can provide
useful information.

Once you have established which nutrient is most limiting and the type of supplement most cost
effective, you cam evauate which feed is best to provide those nutrients in your Stuation. There are
many protein supplements available. The protein and TDN concentrations of afew supplements are
shownim Table 1. The cost of 100 pounds of protein from each source can be easly calculated and is
an important factor when considering a protein source. If you need semi-load quantities and can store
and handle bulk feeds then purchase costs are usualy lower. Protein can be purchased for under $20
for 100 pounds from severa of the bulk feeds. However, the added costs for storage, losses during
feeding and storage, and added |abor and equipment must be considered when comparing these
sources to other supplements. Whole cottonseed has been used buy many cattlemen across Florida,
The cotton crop in the Southeast is expected to be lower this year due to drought and prices are
projected to be higher. Whole cottonseed prices will be seasondly lower during cotton harvest
(September and October) and purchasing during harvest usualy reduces the purchase cost. Bagged
feeds or supplements designed to be sdf fed have higher costs per unit of protein but some of these
supplements such as liquid feeds ddlivered to you lick tank you are hiring someone to feed your cattle.
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Hay iswidely used to supplement ceattle during the winter. However, the cost of TDN from hay
ismore than some of dternatives avallable thisfdl (Table 2). Consdering the 10 to 25% of the hay is
usualy wasted (not consumed), thisincreases the cost of TDN delivered to your cattle even more
compared to some of the other dternatives. Severa commodities are low in cost and this Stuation
continues due to record quantities of feed grains produced inthe U.S. One of the reasons for the high
caf pricesisthelow feed grain prices resulting in feedlot gains of $40 to $45 per 100 pounds.
Although you may be able to purchase TDN at lower cost than hay from several commodities, some
hay or standing forage is needed to prevent digestive upsets and keep the rumen functioning well.
Severa commodities purchased in quantity provide 100 pounds of TDN for under $6 but some of these
are not balanced with protein and minerds. The cost of baancing these commodities, storing, and
feeding must be added when consdering these dternatives. Citrus pulp, a Florida by product, islow in
protein and phosphorus and needs to be balanced for these nutrients. Costs for dehydrating and
pelleting citrus pulp are above the current market vaue and severd citrus processing plants have wet
citrus pulp (70 to 85% moisture) avallable at the plant for no cost during processing season. I your
cattle are within 30 miles of acitrus processing plant this may be good dternative.

Cattlemen are in a unique Situaion with higher caf prices and relatively stable and low costs for
most supplements. Now is the time to evauate the supplements. Now is the time to evauate the
supplement needs of your cattle, consder your aternatives and develop aplan for thiswinter. If you
need additiond information on forage testing or supplementa feeds, severd publications are available
form your county agent, over the WWW ((http:/mww.animal.ufl ,edu; then go to extension) or by
contacting Bill Kunkle (kunkle@animal.ufl ,edu; 352-392-9059).

Source: Dr. W.E. Kunkle, Associate Professor, Department of Animal Science,
University of Florida, November 2000



PROVIDE WINTER SHELTER FOR HORSES

Aswinter gpproaches, shelter for your horses shouldn't be forgotten. Healthy horses can
tolerate our normaly mild winter conditions. A moderately fat horse with afull coat of hair needs only
minima shelter because the horse' sfat and hair coat trap body hest.

Windbreaks are important, because hard rank, wet snow or wind can lay down and disrupt the
hair coat. This can cause the horseto lose body heet. If you have a stand of woods, aravine, or the
bottom of a steep hill, they can serve as windbreaks.

Rurtin sheds can be build for horses with no natural windbresks. Run-in sheds have severd
advantages. They are less expendve than maintaining horsesin gals and there is less danger of fire.
Rurt+in sheds can dso reduce your labor when maintaining groups of horses.

But you should consider some of the disadvantages. Horses have better aptitudes, get more
exercise and are hedthier when kept outsde. Injury risks are higher in run-in sheds. Y ou cannot
individually control each animd’sfeed intake can't be individualy controlled and the animd’s hair coat
will be thicker and look dirtier than ahorsein abarn.

Unless your horse needs special care or is being prepared for sde or show, the advantages of
run-in-sheds far outweigh the disadvantages.

Rurtin sheds are usudly three-sded with the opening facing away from prevailing winds. In
Horida and south Alabama, our winters are mild enough that a shed can be open on three sdes with
only asolid back wall. Build them in awell-drained area with the entrance at least 12 feet high and
wide enough for dl the horsesto run out safely. Interior height should be a minimum nine feed, and
alowing approximatdly 75 square feet per horse.

Source: Dr. Cindy Mc Call, Extension Animal Scientist
Alabama Cooperative Extension System



FIREWOQOD PESTS

Cool wesather thistime of the year brings on thoughts of having afirein the fireplace of wood
stove. Firewood brought into the home, garage or moved onto the porch can be a source of unwanted
pests. Mogt pestsliving in firewood pose no threats to people, furniture, or to the structure.
Nonethdess, homeowners often become concerned then insects emerge from wood that is brought
indoors and crawl or fly about the house.

Severd Types of pests may be found living in firewood. Termites, wood boring beetles and
carpenter ants often tunnel and feed within firewood logs, but upon emergence, usudly will not infest
gructura wood or furniture ingde the home. Other kinds of pests smply hide or overwinter benesth the
bark. Examplesinclude centipedes, ground bestles, stink bugs, pillbugs, spiders, scorpions and wood
cockroaches. Typicaly, these pests emerge within afew days of the wood being brought indoors. For
the mogt part they are harmless but can be a genuine nuisance.

Firewood pests may be controlled for the most part by management of the firewood itself.
Spraying the wood with insecticides is not necessary, effective, nor recommended and could result in
harmful vapors when the wood is burned. A mush better gpproach isto:

1. Storefirewood outdoors, only bringing in what you plan to burn immediately or within afew

hours.

Storing firewood for extended periods insde the home or garage dlows pests developing
or hiding in the wood to emerge within the home,

2. Posgtion the woodpile away from the house and off the ground. Firewood stacked against the sde
of abuilding impedes ventilation and encourages moisture problems. Storing thewood in  this
manner o provides a direct, hidden avenue for termites and carpenter ants into the
structure.

3. Burnolder wood firgt. This shortens the time during which pest infestations can become
established.

4. Shake or knock logs together to didodge any pests clinging to bark. Don't forget to check
bottoms of log carriers, snce pests often crawl into these when logs are transported into the
home. The occasiond insect emerging from firewood can eesily be diminated usng a
broom or avacuum cleaner.



Source: Agronomy Notes

The use of trade namesin this publication is solely for the purpose of providing specific information. Itisnot a
guarantee, warranty, or endorsement of the product names and does not signify that they are approved to the
exclusion of others.

Sincerdly,

John D. Atkins
Extenson Agent
Santa Rosa County



